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The Progr ess of Research on Tourist Eco-footprint
ZHOU Guo-zhong
(Tourism College of Zhegjiang, Hangzhou 311231, China)

Abstract: The concept of tourist eco-footprint was initiated by Prof. Colin Hunter of Geographical Environment Department of
Alberdine University in UK in 2002. Thisis akind of tool to measure tourism sustainable development on the basis of eco-
footprint theory and method and aswell as tourist eco-consumption and structure feature. By analyzing the researching papers
on tourist eco-footprint both at home and abroad, thisthesisfinds that there are some difficultiesin defining tourist consumption
for al the tourism elements in applying tourist eco-footprint. Again, itisnot effectiveto get exact dataneeded when calculating
tourist eco-footprint; it cannot define correctly contributions made to the regional tourism. The calculation of parameter of
tourist eco-footprintisnot compatible with present socia economic development, thus, it cannot effect comprehensively regional
development. So, this thesisgives an outlook for the applying theoretic research on tourist eco-footprint, proposing several
expectations on strengthening researches on tourist statistical project set-up as well as parameter kinds in the calculation of
tourist eco-footprint, it also suggests the improvements of statistics and calculating model of tourist eco-footprint.
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Fig.1: The model of the regional distribution on the
ecological footprint of the element” travel”in tourism
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